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Verdicts & Settlements
Products Liability

Design defect is alleged in 
catastrophic head-on crash
$0 defense verdict

An automotive products liability design defect case arose from a 
multi-vehicle, head-on crash and post-collision fuel-fed fire involving 
multiple fire-related deaths and catastrophic injuries and damage to sur-
vivors. The plaintiffs requested a $2.2 billion verdict. A unanimous de-
fense verdict was reached following a six-week jury trial.

Defendant’s counsel provided the case information.
Action: Products liability

Injuries alleged: Death, significant burn injuries, catastrophic brain injury 
with permanent disability and post-traumatic stress order

Case name: Moore, et al. v. Mercedes Benz USA, et al. 

Court/case no.: Wayne County Circuit Court/No. 22-00255-NI

Judge: Charlene Elder

Amount: $0

Date: March 7, 2025

Attorneys for defendants: Thomas P. Branigan, Nicholas G. Even and Matin 
Fallahi, of Bowman and Brooke, Detroit; Stephen M. Fazio (Cleveland) and 
Alexander P. Imberg (San Francisco), of Squire Patton Boggs

Employment

Suspended university officer
prevails in whistleblower suit 

$304,981.60 verdict
The plaintiff had been suspended from the University of Michi-

gan-Dearborn police department for 10 days. He had been allegedly re-
taliated against when he reported the mishandling of a student’s report of 
sexual assault by a professor.

When his complaints were ignored, he later talked to a news reporter. 
After serving the suspension, he remained employed and eventually filed 
suit in federal court alleging constitutional violations, among other things. 

The plaintiff prevailed on summary judgment, including as to qualified 
immunity. The university took its appeal as of right as to qualified immu-
nity. The plaintiff also prevailed at the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The university’s proposed jury instructions and motions in limine took 
legal positions directly at odds with the 6th Circuit and District Court, 
specifically the 6th Circuit’s holdings that the protected speech and Pick-
ering balancing elements of his First Amendment retaliation claim were 
satisfied as a matter of law. 

The university also unsuccessfully sought to preclude the jury from 
hearing evidence about the details of the underlying sexual misconduct 
allegation. The plaintiff prevailed on those arguments.

The jury returned a verdict of slightly over $300,000. The judge award-
ed $520,280.39, covering attorneys’ fees, costs and interest, and pre- and 
post-judgment interest. Judgment was filed in May 2025 for $892,008.42.

Plaintiff ’s counsel provided the case information.
Action: Employment/whistleblower

Injuries alleged: Loss of 10 days’ pay

Case name: Ashford v. University of Michigan

Court/case no.: U.S. District Court for Eastern District of Michigan/No. 20-cv-
10561

Judge: Terrence Berg

Amount: $304,981.60 ($520,280.39 awarded by judge in March 2025; 
judgment filed in May 2025 for $892,008.42)
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AZKOUL

Date: May 21, 2024 

Attorneys for plaintiff: Deborah Gordon and Elizabeth Marzotto Taylor, 
Deborah Gordon Law, Bloomfield Hills

Negligence and Tort

Student suffers spinal injury,
paralysis in campus shooting
$13 million settlement

The plaintiff, a Michigan State University stu-
dent, was injured during an on-campus shooting 
on the evening of Feb. 13, 2023. He later learned 
that he suffered a spinal cord injury at T7-8, result-
ing in permanent paralysis.

The timely filed 2023 Notice of Intention to File 
Claim and Notice of Injury and Defect in Public 
Building set forth claims based on Article 1, Sec-
tion 17, of the Michigan Constitution, which guar-
antees the substantive due process right to bodily 
integrity; the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Con-
stitution (through 42 USC Section 1983); MCL 

691.1406 (negligence arising out of the failure to repair and maintain a pub-
lic building); MCL 691.1413 (negligence arising out of the performance of a 
proprietary function); and gross negligence.

Suit was never filed. The parties, through their legal counsel, entered into 
settlement negotiations, and the claim settled in mediation.

Plaintiff ’s counsel provided the case information.

Action: Negligence and tort

Injuries alleged: Spinal cord injury, paraplegia and other permanent injuries

Case name: Hao v. Michigan State University 

Amount: $13 million (plus waiver of tuition, room and board, and provision of 
health insurance, during undergraduate and graduate school attendance at MSU)

Date: April 28, 2025

Attorney for plaintiff: William M. Azkoul, Gruel Mills Nims & Pylman, Grand Rapids

Negligence and Tort

Woman promised au pair 
job is victim of sex crimes 

$5 million judgment
The plaintiff, alleged 

that the defendant lured 
her to Michigan under the 
false pretense of an au pair 
position, only to sexually 
assault and exploit her. 

The suit detailed an 
ordeal in October 2022, 
during which the defen-
dant sexually assaulted 
the plaintiff, while filming 
and demanding that the 

plaintiff repeat phrases of consent. 
The defendant was ultimately prosecuted by the U.S. attorney for the West-

ern District of Michigan for sex crimes involving the plaintiff as well as sex 
crimes involving other young females, some of whom were under 18 at the 
time of the underlying acts. The defendant pleaded no contest and was sen-
tenced to life in prison by Judge Hala Y. Yarbou.

The civil action also names another Michigan man involved in conspir-
ing with the defendant. The plaintiff ’s legal team continues to pursue civil 
claims against the second man. Trial is set for early August 2025.

Plaintiff ’s counsel provided the case information.

Action: Negligence and tort 

Injuries alleged: Assault and battery, false imprisonment, sex trafficking, 
pain and suffering

Case name: Datres v. Winfree, et al.

Court/case no.: U.S. District Court Western Michigan/No. 1:23-CV-519

Judge: Hala Y. Jarbou

Amount: $5 million

Date: June 18, 2025

Attorneys for plaintiff: Scott W. Kraemer, Christopher C. Newberg and 
Kuiper Kraemer, of Grand Rapids; Luca Melchionna of the European Public 
Law Organization, New York. 
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Millions in referral fees paid
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2023 - $1.35 M
settlement on a trip 

and fall on a 1/2 inch 
sidewalk elevation 

causing a spinal cord 
contusion

2024 - $5.75M
settlement for hi-lo 
versus pedestrian 

crash causing 
amputation of leg 
below the knee

2022 - $1.9 M
settlement on a trip 

and fall on a defective 
carpet in an apartment 

complex causing 
partial paralysis

KRAEMER NEWBERG

$13 million settlement


